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atures drop everyone andeverything wants to find a warme
shelter. This includes all of the rodents and creepy crawlies
0 keep out of our homes. They, too, want a warmer place in

terds cold breath in relat
ys are not welcome.

things you can do to avoid this Winter-time migration. Sea
a good start. These can range from openings about the size
round your windows and doors. Not only will this keep out

S residents but it will in
accomplish efficiency, this one is pretty cheap!

sements and crawl spaces are a weak point for many home
ing other insect populations under control. There is the prok
s with the resulting hatching of copious amounts of baby sp
wife would rather not see
e can spray or spread about to keep the creatures at bay.
ernatives that work as well.

thing to consider with Wi

necting water hoses from outdoor faucets is a must! If the i
aucet is not drained then covering the faucet with a styrofoz
proxy, is a good plan. Be sure and drain your hoses, roll the
ay. UV radiation is still present in the winter and will continu
es, weakening their structure and shortening their useful lif
overed, outdoor locale, you might consider connecting the e
ether. As a farmer | have occasion to use my rather sizabl

It is a bit irritating to

million ants shoot out of the end of the hose covering eve
with angry, biting fiends! Did you know that this, and dirt pa
mber one reason those hose end attachments, the ones t

d spray patterns, fai

en |l eft open, itods a

The Mastis'Down!

No, there6s no tr@uble with my 'sailing
fruits of certain-forest trees, especially'when it refers to hog feed.-Of course, nat only hog
thel forest mast butesofsdo sq®irrel, dee

According to the Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) the forest mastyield this year is poo
very poor. So what about the poor, little animals, you might ask? Not to worry. They also
lawn grass and landscaping, and just about anything.else that is sitting around yourthom

| have notiCed a plethora of turkey about this year. They are.everywhere! We have a big
with a harem of 8 hens in@ur front yard everyday for most of the day. There is another flq
my cowpasture. Flocks everywhere I drive, some eating the grass along the road:

We had a doe" with a frawn I ving atsour
Bow seasan claims anothers | suppose. The fawn, past the spot stage, has taken to hang
the turkeys. Any port in a. storm. There is also a largetherd of deer:that makes the round
my place a_ hight. They gleaned the tops from my radish and beets we dre growing for.thé
and pigs, as wellas.the‘tops of.the carrots. The.repofts of bear are.also sharply up, begi
back in summer. And, to the chagrin of atleast 3 ofgour clients'in the Richard/Russell Hw
outside of Blairsville, wild hogs'are also making-a.mostwaeticome appearance. They can te
through pasture and landscape plantings withsease. They love the-grubs and various oth
invertebrates found in the soft soil around plantings, ponds, gardens and.in pastures: Thé
also learn to love baby lambs and calves; as well as the young of more exotic animals s
alpacas andllamas. Lovesto eatgthat is.

As far as the deer, bear and hogs go, the bear’is the mostdangerous, the hog the most g
and‘the deer some wherehirtween. Hogs are probably the toughest to'get rid of. Aceordi

the DNR, trapping and hunting, especially with dogs, is_the best wWay to eliminate the prof
with a.combination of the two beingithe most effective.\While some reading this maysfind
ways distastieful, you probably ‘havenodt
thesercritters are a nerative invasive species? They alse cause beaucoup dollarsin crop

damage every year! There is no limit gn the number one may take when hunting them a

closed season. The following is an excerpt from the DNR website:

Damage caused by feral hegs.has'been reported in many Georgia counties.
Hogs compete with over 100 species of native wildlife for important and limited
natural fooed supplies, including hard and soft mast (especially'acorns). The
native competitors at risk inelude high profile, high.demand animals such as
deer, wildturkey, quall, black bear and ruffed grouse.

Since they compete heavily with deer, hogs can be extremely detrimental
to/deer management programs. They will destroy gdail and turkey nests and
consume their eggs. In addition to consuming supplementalféed on some privat
intensively managed areas, wildlife feedersfoften are damaged or destroyed.y f
hogs. Feeding also can/contribute to the spread of diseases among hogs and be
hogs™and pative wildlife. Hogs also destroy, elimipate and prevent-tstakelishment
of valuable mative plants.and animals including threatened and endangered sped
of the above reasons‘are why hogs are/not desired on public lands in Georgia.

So, if you leavefood outsidesfor the cats and/or dogs or you have a lot of birdseed out, yq
mi ght, get a wisit, anpnd some consequent.i
Of course| theyymight just visit you anyway. ©ne can only hope it will be an enjoyable
experience!

Peeper\Upgatel

Dld you get tosnake |t up and see.the leaves at%\eak coIor No!?! Well, not to worry.
While the peak is just past prime, there are still many wonderful vi@ws and visions to
'behold: Them thar hills still have a cornucopia of color to perceive. While all of the
popl st and naked, ready for winterds
albeit pa.rtl 'e)ndressed . The oaks re full of leaves.and filling the hillsides, and your
ocular cavit with the*é'plendor,th will'all too soon fall to earth and be blown away.
Hurry and get up here before’the vivacious view fadessinto a memory toossoon
fqggotten, swept a&d{b}fhe travails.of the hustle and bustle of our everydayMives. I
know that you are husy, as am |. Atdeast | get to view the grandeur as | hurry from work
to the field then bd?we hankful fer'the work and the_beauty while mindful of the <
insignificance of the WEJrry and fear that strrounds us all.
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Bovine Broadcast!

Many of you have asked about little Norman after our initial story on his troubled
beginnings. Thus far, things have turned out pretty well for old Norman.

My best cow, Iélackie, has allowed Norman to sneak
some drinks. Blackie had a beautiful calf, Maggie, a
coupl e of months after
|l argest birth eight of
At first Blackie resist
nurse. Being the crafty little devil, Norman flgured
out that if he waited until Maggie was nursing
couldjrun over and sneak a teat from the back: This
strategy has served him well. Blagkie'has a/bag
nearl as large as a Jersey milk cow/so, with

\ adefuate nutrltlon she can support two calves.

{

/
Nor man i s al most monf[ ol d and 'stariti
about time to calm hi own.‘x He! /has

definitely,make a fine steer. J
Heds 'sti/ll F pretty sweet, mostly. He | i ki¢

and tries to push the other, calves around. The pushlng will subside somewhat when we
relieve him of his testlcular burden. .
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